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Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Feb. 1

Message to the Congress on the United States Air Force Operating
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 31, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
(the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), no-
tification is hereby given that on September 20,
1999, I issued Presidential Determination 99–
37 (copy enclosed) and thereby exercised the
authority to grant certain exemptions under sec-
tion 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 99–37 exempted
the United States Air Force’s operating location
near Groom Lake, Nevada, from any Federal,
State, interstate, or local hazardous or solid
waste laws that might require the disclosure of
classified information concerning that operating
location to unauthorized persons. Information
concerning activities at the operating location
near Groom Lake has been properly determined
to be classified, and its disclosure would be
harmful to national security. Continued protec-

tion of this information is, therefore, in the para-
mount interest of the United States.

The determination was not intended to imply
that in the absence of a Presidential exemption,
RCRA or any other provision of law permits
or requires the disclosure of classified informa-
tion to unauthorized persons. The determination
also was not intended to limit the applicability
or enforcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location near
Groom Lake except those provisions, if any, that
would require the disclosure of classified infor-
mation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 31, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 1.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Latvia-United States Fisheries
Agreement
January 31, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fisheries Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Latvia extending the Agree-
ment of April 8, 1993, Concerning Fisheries Off
the Coasts of the United States, with annex,
as extended (the ‘‘1993 Agreement’’). The
present Agreement, which was effected by an
exchange of notes at Riga on June 7 and Sep-

tember 27, 1999, extends the 1993 Agreement
to December 31, 2002.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Latvia, I urge
that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 31, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 1.
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